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Hello Juniors, and welcome to Accelerated American Literature!  Please read the following 

information carefully, and please contact me with any questions.  

Please have the following assignments completed before we meet in August. You are responsible 

for acquiring your own reading material.  

1. Read the play The Crucible by Arthur Miller. (Required). 

2. Complete a reading response journal. See rubric below. (Required) 

3. Read the novel The Scarlet Letter by Nathanial Hawthorne. (Optional) 

4. Complete a comparative reading response journal. See rubric below 

(Optional)  

5. Research “ergot poisoning.” Understand what it is and its possible 

significance to the Salem Witch Trials of 1692. (Optional) 

The Summer Assignment is a grade.   

Reading Response for The Crucible: (Required) 

For each act in the play, offer three personal responses.  Responses should be 

no shorter than five to eight sentences, in paragraph form, discussing what 

seems important to you.  There are four acts in the play, so you should have 

no fewer than 12 responses.   

Comparative Reading Response for The Scarlet Letter: (Optional) 

In the form of an essay, write a response in which you compare the two works.  Note that while 

both works discuss Puritan society in the 17th century America, one is a work of modern drama 

(The Crucible was published in 1953), and the other was first published in 1850.  Both authors 

take very harsh views on Puritan society.  Why?  What are the criticisms?  How do these works 

compare?  Essays should be no fewer than five paragraphs, and no more than three pages.  Extra 

credit will be earned in completing this project successfully.  

Further, any additional reading you complete this summer will only help you, not only in 

English, but all your classes.  Read the newspaper, read articles in magazines, read about things 

that interest you! 
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Have a great summer, and I look forward to meeting you in August! – Ms. Curl 


